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SaSkDiary < Arpita Deb

Durgapuja is our most beloved celebration and we
keep counting our days over the whole year just for
these five days to come. Durgapuja in Kolkata is
famous for its gorgeous celebration and it is heart-
wrenching when someone has to leave it behind and
immigrate to a new country. It is always
challenging to start over in a new country which has
a completely different culture. Therefore, it goes
without saying that the Bengali Community of
Saskatoon is a family away home to me. | have
come to Saskatoon in 2018 and have thoroughly
enjoyed two Durga pujas yet. However, when it
comes to share my experience, | shall take this
opportunity to facilitate a set of useful information
for a newcomer. While you are in a transition
period and don’t know much about a new city, it
becomes harder to maintain a happy life and enjoy
your own cultures. To make your transition
smoother, the following information based on my
experience might help you out. As soon as you get
to know what opportunities and services are
available to you, your life is going to be much
easier. Both provincial and federal governments are
doing a great job to fund multiple organizations
which run various programs and offer a ton of
facilities to newcomers without any cost. The list
starts here:

> Newcomer Information Centre (NIC):
Enrolling with NIC helps a newcomer to get your
Canadian Language Benchmark (CLB) level
assessed. This can be handy if you don’t have a
valid IELTS band score. CLB/IELTS is mandatory
to get enrolled in any of Saskatoon’s settlement
agencies. (Link: http://nicstoon.org/)

> Saskatoon Open Door Society (SODS):
This society provides access to its career &

employment services and arranges job fairs. The
programs such as ICMS, APEGS, WES are
designed for engineers. Attending these programs
also helps to build your network. If you are
interested in your own start-up, you might want to
register for NEED program. SODS also organizes
multiple recreational events for different age
groups (women, men, youth, students, seniors,
parents, children). Community gardening is another
recreational project run by SODS. You can use
your leisure time to grow your own vegetables here.
(Link: https://www.sods.sk.ca/)

> Saskatchewan Intercultural Association (SIA):
SIA provides training to foreign university graduates and
foreign national with work experience outside of Canada to
find placement in their respective fields. The Mentorship/
PACT)/ LINC can give you a start of your professional
journey abroad. Participants might receive a ‘Provincial
Training Allowance’ during the course based on their
eligibility. (Link: https://www.saskintercultural.org/)

> Quint Development Corporation (QDC): Quint
leases inexpensive apartment for rent and subsidizes the
‘driving learner’s test’” and “6+6” certification classes
based on an  applicant’s  eligibility.  (Link:
http://www.quintsaskatoon.ca/)

Global Gathering Place (GGP): GGP offers
employee readiness program and refers women to
get a set of dresses from the ‘Dress for Success’.
These dressed are tailored to wear on


http://nicstoon.org/
https://www.sods.sk.ca/
https://www.saskintercultural.org/
http://www.quintsaskatoon.ca/

History of Saskatoon Durga
PUja 1969-1985 : arati Chattopadhyay

The very first worship of Goddess Durga was
celebrated in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan in 19609.

As recorded by Arati Chattopadhyay, Late Manilal
Dasgupta and Late Manju Dasgupta initiated the
very first Durga Ashtami Celebration in 1969 at
their house at 10-Red River Road, Saskatoon at the
request of some eager Bengalis who were feeling
nostalgic for Durga Puja.

Avrati Chattopadhyay, who along with her husband
Prasanta Kumar Chattopadhyay and their first baby
daughter Aleya moved to Saskatoon that September
after living in Unity, (a small town in
Saskatchewan, 200 km NW from Saskatoon) for a
year.

The small Bengali Community of Saskatoon, for
the first time gathered at 10 Red River Road at
Dasgupta’s basement and had a khichuri feast after
doing a puja of a framed Durga picture. The puja
was performed by Manju Dasgupta.

Since then every year; we all gathered for Ashtami
celebration at Dasgupta’s house and later Navami
at our house to celebrate Durga Puja and end with
an enormous Bhuri Bhojon.

Here, | would like to recognize also contributions
from other Bengali families who were already
residing in Saskatoon and played roles in different
capacity celebrating not only Durga Puja but at
different functions and festivals. Among them was
Anindya and Maya Chakravarti and family.

Also, it must be noted that in 1970, Asit and lla
Sarkar came from USA, joining Saskatoon families
to make it their home.

Later Chandrasekhar and Deepsikha Das came
from India to settle in Saskatoon as well.

In 1974 Surya and Manju Acharya from Orissa,
India, immigrated and made Saskatoon their home.
They also started performing Durga Puja some
years later, at their home celebrating along with
friends.

It was in 1979, Durga Puja was celebrated at our
house on 2-Kootenay Drive, Saskatoon, at a much
larger scale inviting also members from other
communities (other than just Bengali Community).
Surya Acharya performed the puja. There were
about 70 people who attended the puja. Among
them was Narendra and Nirmala Bakhshi. It was
Narendra Bakhshi while leaving our house
implanted the seed, requesting for celebrating
Durga Puja at a public place open to all for a larger
community involvement.

The seed sprouted next Autumn, when the
following four Bengali families e.g. Manilal and
Manju Dasgupta family, Anindya and Maya
Chakravarti family, Asit and lla Sarkar family and
Prasanta and Arati Chattopadhyay family, got
together and called for a Durga Puja meeting on
September 1st, 1980 at 2-Kootenay Drive,
Saskatoon and decided to pay $100.00 each family
and sponsored the first ever public Durga Puja in
Saskatoon. After a great discussion a name was
chosen for the Durga Puja group as ‘Saskatoon
Durga Puja Celebration Committee” (SDPCC)

Thus, the very first public Durga Puja was held at
the Unitarian Church building at the corner of Main
Street and East Lake on Saturday October 18th
celebrating Maha Astami Puja.



Thus, the origin of the first public Saskatoon Durga
Puja in 1980 must be credited to the above families.

The typical Bengali Khichuri, cabbage potato,
chocchori (mixed vegetable) and tomato chutney
was prepared, including the signature desert of
Bengali’s “chana r sondesh” by the same four
families.

Surya Acharya was the chosen priest to perform the
puja and Vishnu Khare as assistant priest.

The Durga Puja was witnessed by more than
probably 200 people from various communities
from Saskatoon and across Saskatchewan.

This is the first time Saskatoon air was pulsating as
the conch played loudly along with the ululate,
drum beating, incense and 108 Diya burning,
Pushpanjali (flower offerings to the Goddess by the
congregation) along with the powerful Vedic
mantra chanting, heralding the advent of the ten
handed, three eyed Goddess Durga, ended up not
only as a grand event but an emotional event.
People felt the presence of a sense of extraterrestrial
feelings, a positive vibe filled the building. It is
hard to put into words that feelings. It can only be
felt and experienced.

Meera Banerjee, who came from Regina, sang a
series of heartfelt spiritual Bengali songs with her
melodious voice putting everybody in a spell by
surprise.

Children took part in performing dances and doing
drama, reciting poems. It was one of the most
joyous day in the history of Saskatoon Indian
Community.

Hindu Temple was not built yet but under the
auspicious of Vedanta Society of Saskatchewan, an
old church building, on 5th Street East, was bought
in 1981 and a congregation would get together
every Sunday morning for Bhajan and Kirtan.

So, from 1981 we celebrated Durga Puja at that
church building except in 1984 when Durga Puja
was held at the Saskatoon Field house.

Deepshikha Das, Late Manjari Sharma and Jiben
Roy made a Durga murti over a large piece of foam
and decorating the whole thing beautifully. That
was the first ever Durga Murti that we worshipped.

On March 31st1985, for the first time a Hindu
Temple of Laxmi Narayan was built at 107-La-
Ronge Road. That year an artist in Edmonton made
a Durga Pratima with sola over a large red piece of
velvet wooden framed, which was hauled to
Saskatoon by a truck and Durga Puja was held with
great zeal at the Laxmi-Narayan Temple for the
first time and since then every year Bengali
Community of Saskatoon has performed Durga
Puja at this beautiful temple.

It is hard to fathom that it is already 50 years that
we are celebrating Durga Puja in Saskatoon and
how it has grown to be one of the best organized
community festivals among many and how we still
eagerly wait for this day.
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They eXist : shamik Chanda

(Dedicated to the generation who witnessed/ have
been witnessing the 50 years we are celebrating
today)

They EXist;
Not the way we do today,
But the way we will one day.......

We don’t see ourselves as one of them,
A part of the same life they share too.
But they weren’t born like that —

We don’t realize, we are mortals too;
However we strive to procrastinate,
Will emulate the life’s own process.

But they know it;
With few more cycles of time
We’ll alleviate the true nature of life;

And life will be the same,
Since its fidelity doesn’t treat one differently;
Rather finds an expression in the way it is.....

An ode to my grandson : rabitra Peter sen

(Welcome To my Grandson Evan Lucas Boyd - Born April
23,2003)

Everyone listen to me and cheer

The Angel is Finally here

The light of his parents
A darling of Dida and Dadu

He is cute and Handsome

And stares like a grown up too!
Welcome Evan to this world

And make it a better place to live
Because we are pretty sure

you will have lots to give.
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Our Golden Feelings : sudatta Bose

Being a part of Saskatoon Durga Puja Association
especially in this Golden Jubliee Year itself is a
Privilege .

It’s so thrilling to think that this Puja started in the
year 1969 , when many of us were not even born.
Even we feel inspired to have some of the pioneers
who started the original Puja, still actively
mentoring and motivating us to finish this
mammoth task with success.

Usually it’s a one day celebration .However this
year being special we have three days to worship
our beloved Goddess along with Her four kids.

Like last year my spouse being the treasurer is
geared up for his responsibilities.

I myself being a part of the decoration team is
looking forward for a golden theme for our
Goddess Dashabhuja.

Our five year old daughter is overjoyed about her
performance in the cultural event during the Puja.

Altogether we are eagerly awaiting a great event.
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Saskatoon of Durga Pujo
Sanjukta and Palok

You might be thinking of a typo, while it is not. Instead of perceiving
P 951k Ufpyy | Durga pujo of Saskatoon, we always felt

- . (at least during Durga puja) that it was
Saskatoon of Durga puja. The glory of
Saskatoon's Durga Puja organized by a
handful of immigrant bengalis had the
magic that transcends the place to our
pujo. We still remember the innocent
expression of Sanjukta when she
discovered the hidden talent of pujo
organizers of making rosogolla. Being born and brought up in Kolkata,
we only knew that rosogolla-swandesh are only made by moiras (people
who have the skills of making bengali sweets). Gradually many more
hidden talents were exposed and turned the Durga pujo as an extra
superevent that engulfed and engrossed the place itself. Preparation for
the pujo (which is a one day event on a weekend during puja time)
started at least a month ago and ended with fanfare of bijoya




sommeloni. All were for socialization in the name of pujo. Durga pujo
has the amazing ability to tie up all known and unknowns through a
special bonding of very high-energy. A bonding that knows no
boundary. A phenomenon that becomes time-invariant. An event that
turns every
individual
irespective  of |
one's self into an §
unit of
boundless  joy. |
We are sure that
such an event
ats  as  a R S O e
panacea not only to cure the illness but also to bring out the inner
strength and magical beauty out of people that was otherwise unknown
to make the world feel like a perfect place. It made us ecstatic to think
Saskatoon of Durgapujo, we still feel like that even being so far away,
may not be physically but we are always in the Durgapujo of Saskatoon
with all of you, not sure, if you all can feel that, but we certainly do.




ACATH QI (Pictures From

Past)
NOTHING BUT MEMORIES REMAIN

Pictures in this section is a collage of Durgapuja
celebration from 1969 till 2008. We are grateful to
Prof. Asit Sarkar & Mrs. Ila Sarkar, Mrs. Arati
Chattopadhay & Mr. Prashanta Chattopadhay,
Mrs. Chitra Sen & Mr. Pabitra Sen, Mrs. Ashoka
Sarkar, Mr. Palok Aich & Mrs. Sanjukta Aich for
the photographs
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YIS WA (Few PastRecords)

DOCUMENTS FROM A TRADITION

SASKATOON DURGA PUJA
CELEBRATIONS COMMITTE

tained by Pabitra Peter K. Sen since the Puja was
the Hindu Temple when it opened first in 1985
(to be returned to Pabitra Sen)
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NGIRERE (Photgraphs of

recent times)
FEW PHOTOGRAPHS OF RECENT PAST

Pictures in this section is a collage of Durgapuja
celebration from 2009 till 2018. We are grateful to
Mr. Palok Aich & Mrs. Sanjukta Aich, Mr. Arpita
Deb & Anindya Ganguly, Mr. Soumalya Das, Mr.
Hridaynath Bhattercharya, Mrs. Sonali Roy & Mr.
Udayan Roy for the photographs
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irga Puja 2015
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Ay AN Mol (Our greetings)
OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS AND THEIR BEST
WISHES
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Allow us to offer you our sincere compliments and very best wishes at the start of Sarod Utsav at Saskatoon. It
is an absolute honor to be able to be a part of this a0th anniversary celebration and to experience the grand
event with many of our founding members. For all of us who call Saskatoon their home, it is a proud moment
indeed & we are so blessed to have such an amazing family here. May this Durga Puja bring lots of cherished
moments of happiness and love in your and your family's life and may you celebrate this nice festival with feasting
and merrymaking. Sending the warmest Sarod Subhecha to you and your family. May Ma Durga shower her
choicest blessings on you and your family this Puja !l

Arindam & Sudatta
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On the brink of embracing Devi Durga on earth this year, Tushita, Amrita and Shamik join together in wishing
you all a joyful and memorable alth year of sharodiya celebration by SDPCC

Amrita & Shamik




Hey Saskatoon be ready for a blast for our golden jubilee durgapuja celebration. Congratulations and best of luck
to our community for the grand occasion and love to saskatoon

Sonali, Camelia & Udayan
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Greetings of this Festive Fall. May Health and Happiness find You All
To SDCC . Hearty Congratulations For Fifty Years of Joy and Celebration
Happy Durga Pujo and A Glittering Golden Jubilee 209!

Anulekha & Meghraj




Wishing health, containment and beauty to you all this Durga Puja. Stay Blessed, Stay Happy!

Kohinoor, Kaira & Partha
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President’s Message
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Fonos and his “from lake to plate” business has built a loyal customer base for simple reasons:
Quality and consistency. “l just haven’t ever found anybody that | would let fillet a fish for me to
sell. Nobody’s came close,” he said.

SASKATOONFARMERS' MARKET & MARKET BUILDING Ourlocativt "y s B
ADDRESS: 414 AVENUE B 5, SASKATOON, SK 574 1M8 =—— N _
SPRING/SUMMER MARKET DATES: it s Y
EVERY SATURDAY, SUNDAY, AND WEDNESDAY!

SASKATOONFARMERS MARKET HOURS:
SATURDAYS: S AMTO 2 PM

WEDNESDAYS & SUNDAYS: 10 AMTO 3 PM
PHONE: (306) 354-6262

Getting Here

The Meewasin Trail

Bus




